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AIMS OF THE CONFERENCE
Although generally resented and deemed unfavourable for individuals, societies
and nations, Murti-Bing was a Mongolian philosopher who had succeeded in producing an organic means of transporting a “philosophy of life.” This Murti-Bing
“philosophy of life,” which constituted the strength of the Sino-Mongolian army,
was contained in pills in an extremely condensed form. A man who used these pills
changed completely. He became serene and happy. The problems he had struggled
with until then suddenly appeared to be superficial and unimportant. He smiled indulgently at those who continued to worry about them. Most affected were all questions pertaining to unsolvable ontological difficulties. A man who swallowed MurtiBing pills became impervious to any metaphysical concerns. […] More and more
people took the Murti-Bing cure, and their resultant calm contrasted sharply with
the nervousness of their environment. […] [O]nce tormented by philosophical “insatiety,” now entered the service of the new society. Instead of writing the dissonant
music of former days, they composed marches and odes. Instead of painting abstractions as before, they turned out socially useful pictures. But since they could not rid
themselves completely of their former personalities, they became schizophrenics.
(Czesław Miłosz, The Captive Mind)

In a world transforming faster than ever before, a Murti-Bing pill would do wonders
to those who painfully discover that their heretofore professed philosophy of life
has unexpectedly become a burden: an obstacle standing in the way to “serenity
and happiness.” In fact, the miraculous power of the pill is simple: whatever norms
gain on momentum at a given moment of time, they immediately become one’s
own. With serenity and happiness at stake, the choice not to take the pill is a choice
between one’s own “insatiable,” unique self and one’s peace of mind, the tranquility
of life and liberty not to judge success in life by the gauge of satisfaction. In a world
transforming faster than ever, in which the Murti-Bing pills are available without
prescription and advertised in all official media, the refusal to blend into the woodwork for the sake of the comfort of being “impervious to any metaphysical concerns”
is nothing short of a tragic choice.
Therefore, the 2018 edition of the International Conference of the Institute
of English Cultures and Literatures of the University of Silesia in Katowice aims
at addressing one of the most elusive, albeit simultaneously most tangible aspects
of our experience of being in the world. As a foundation and a product of grand narratives, norms apply to any and every aspect of individual, communal and social life.
They regulate our behaviors, determine directions in the evolution of arts and philosophical ideas, condition intra- and cross-cultural understanding, organize hierarchies. Yet—when transformed into laws—norms become appropriated by dominant
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discourses becoming “truths.” Those in control of language always construe them
as “universal” and, as such, “transparent”. Those once tormented by philosophical
“insatiety,” sharply aware of this, face a choice: a pill-induced schizophrenia which
must eventually come, or even more catastrophic consequences of the tragic protest,
which are most likely to ensue. Oppressive normativity and protest have always
gone hand in hand. The 2018 International Conference of the Institute of English
Cultures and Literatures, in a sense, is a product of the refusal to take the MurtiBing pill.
We invite papers representing a wide range of research traditions and methodological positions; possible approaches may include, but are not limited to, the following:
• normativity and forms of protest in literature
– the terror of convention
– literature as a medium of protest
– literature as a vehicle of norm
– tragedy and protest
– protester as a tragic figure
– imprimatur, conspiracy and the dangers of literature
– nonconformity and the norm
– tropes of protest
• normativity and forms of protest in philosophy
– the ethics of protest/the ethics of normativity
– the aesthetics of protest
– the ontology and epistemology of a norm
– the ethics of civil, political and religious (dis)obedience
– the metaphysics of a tragic protest
– deconstructions as a norm/deconstructions as a form of protest
– humanism, posthumanism and transforming normativity
• normativity and forms of protest in political discourses and law
– democracy and norm
– democracy and rebellion
– the legality of protests
– the EU between centripetal and centrifugal forces
– power, manipulation, justification
– legal genocide and normativity of the political doctrine
– regulating guns, regulating uteruses: normativity and protest
– the ethics of whistleblowing
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• normativity and forms of protest in cultural practice
– ethnic normativies
– nationality and normativisms
– the fear of the alien and oppressive normativity
– normativism of race, class and gender
– normativism of race, class and gender
– oppressive normativism and forms of resistance
– (neo)colonial designs and local resistance movements
– the birth of 21st century neonazism
– rebellious religions/rebelions against religion
– cultures and countercultures
– rebels without a cause
– intimate rebellions
• normativity and forms of protest in fine arts, music, cinema and new media
– the semiology of the norm
– the semiology of protest
– protest and the systems of non-verbal representation
– normativity and forms of protest in popular culture
• anthroponormativity and forms of protest posthumanist protest
– biopolitics and rhetorics of oppositional consciousness
– biopower and (non-normative) sovereignties
– (tragic) forms of ecological protest
– animals and animalities
– Tsawalk and indigenous struggles against normativities
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CONFERENCE ORGANIZERS
Head Organizer: Małgorzata Poks
Program Committee: Małgorzata Poks, Agnieszka Woźniakowska,
Marzenna Gustek-Sikorska, Paweł Jędrzejko
Boring Matters: Małgorzata Poks, Mariola Świerkot, Paweł Jędrzejko
Financial management: Małgorzata Poks
On-Location Assistance: Tomasz Brenet, Marzenna Gustek-Sikorska, Małgorzata Poks,
Anna Samborowska, Sabina Sweta Sen-Podstawska, Mariola Świerkot,
Dagmara Wiercińska

CONTACT
Department of American and Canadian Studies
Institute of English Cultures and Literatures
University of Silesia in Katowice
ul. Grota-Roweckiego 5
41-205 Sosnowiec
Poland
e-mail: captiveminds2018@gmail.com

IMPORTANT PHONE NUMBERS
General emergency number: 112
Ambulance: 999
Firefighters: 998
Police: 997
Conference Organizers: +48534534301
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KEYNOTE SPEAKERS
Professor Manuel Broncano Rodríguez
Manuel Broncano (PhD Salamanca 1990) is a Regents Professor

of English at Texas A&M International University. He is currently the president of the International American Studies Association (IASA). Before moving to Texas, he taught for two decades

at the University of León (Spain). Broncano has published a number of scholarly works on various American authors such as Flan-

nery O’Connor, Willa Cather, Faulkner, Melville, Poe, etc. His latest book was released

in 2014, Religion in Cormac McCarthy’s Fiction: Apocryphal Borderlands (Routledge). Broncano has also kept an active agenda as a translator. His latest translation is Giannina Braschi’s

United States of Banana (Estados Unidos de Banana, AmazonCrossing 2014).

"'Proselytes of the New Order': The Judge, the Fool, and Contemporary US Foreign Policy"
Keynote address abstract: On July 15, 2018, US President Donald Trump and Russia President
Vladimir Putin held a summit in Helsinki that immediately set off a chain reaction throughout the world. By now, barely two months later, that summit is all but forgotten for the most
part, superseded by the frantic train of events and the subsequent bombardment from the media that have become the “new normal.” While the iron secrecy surrounding the conversation between the two dignitaries allowed for all kinds of speculation, the image of president
Trump bowing to his Russian counterpart (indeed a treasure trove for semioticians) became
for many observers in the US and across the world the living proof of Mr. Trump´s subservient allegiance to Mr. Putin and his obscure designs. Even some of the most recalcitrant
GOPs vented quite publicly their disgust at the sight of a president paying evident homage
to the archenemy of the United States, as Vercingetorix kneeled down before Julius Cesar
in recognition of the Gaul´s surrender to the might of the Roman Empire. For some arcane
reason, the whole episode of the Helsinki summit brought to my mind, as in a vivid déjà vu,
Cormac McCarthy´s novel Blood Meridian and more specifically, the characters of Judge
Holden and the idiotic freak who becomes Holden´s ludicrous disciple in the wastelands
of Arizona. In my presentation, I will provide some possible explanations as to why I came
to blend these two unrelated episodes into a single continuum. In the process, I will briefly
revisit some key texts in the American canon that fully belong in the history of “mental captivity” in the United States, yet to be written. Obviously, I am not in hopes of deciphering
the ultimate reasons for current US foreign policy, and the more modest aim of my presentation today is to offer some insights into the general theme of our conference through a novel
and a textual tradition overpopulated with “captive minds.”
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Professor Giorgio Mariani
Giorgio Mariani is Professor of American Literature at the “Sapienza”
University of Rome, Faculty of Letters and Philosophy. He has
served as President of the International American Studies Association (IASA) from 2011 to 2015. His work has concentrated
on nineteenth-century American writers (Emerson, Melville,
Stephen Crane, and others); on contemporary American Indian
literature; on literary theory; on the literary and cinematic representation of war. He has
published, edited, and co-edited several volumes, listed below. His essays and reviews
have appeared in many journals, including American Literary History, Studies in American Fiction, Fictions, RIAS, RSA Journal, Stephen Crane Studies, Nuov Corrente, Zapruder, Leviathan, Letterature d'America, A.I.O.N., Acoma, Studi Americani. With Donatella
Izzo he edits the American Studies series of the Sapienza UP, and with Donatella Izzo
and Mauro Pala he edits the series "Le Balene" published by La Scuola di Pitagora. He is
co-editor-in-chief with Donatella Izzo and Stefano Rosso of Acoma. Rivista internazionale di studi nord-americani. His book published in English include: Waging War on War.
Peacefighting in American Literature (2015), Post-tribal Epics: The Native American Novel
between Tradition and Modernity (1996), Spectacular Narratives: Representations of Class
and War in Stephen Crane and the American 1890s (1992).
“One step beyond the hero” (and beyond the “tragic”):

reflections on the United States anti-war movement in historical perspective

Keynote address abstract: After offering some preliminary remarks on the notion of what makes
a “captive mind,” the talk will shift its attention to one of the most significant and yet relatively neglected early essays by Ralph Waldo Emerson, the essay “War.” This text, I will argue,
deserves not only to be considered the (largely forgotten) founding document of the American anti-war movement, but it remains important even today, as it sheds light on the inevitable contradictions and double-binds any serious movement against war and for social
justice must face. It is a text, in other words, which helps us highlight some of the problems
we run into—both conceptually and practically—when we try to free our minds from a given
mindset, but we must still rely on a world that is pretty much the outcome of the ideologies,
customs, and traditions we wish to transcend. To imagine a world free of violence and war is
the age-old problem of how to change the world and make it “new” when the practical and intellectual instruments we have are all steeped in the old world we want to abolish. Emerson’s
thinking provides a basis to unpack the aporias of what, historically speaking, the antiwar
movement has been, both inside and outside the US. The talk will conclude by examining
some recent collections of US pacifist and anti-war writings, as providing useful examples
of the challenges antiwar, and more generally protest movements, must face.
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Professor John T. Matteson
John T. Matteson is a recipient of the Pulitzer Prize for Biography. He has an AB in history from Princeton University
and a PhD in English from Columbia University. He also holds
a JD from Harvard and has practiced as a litigation attorney in California and North Carolina. His work has appeared
in The Wall Street Journal; The New York Times; The Harvard
Theological Review; New England Quarterly; Nineteenth-Century
Prose; Leviathan: A Journal of Melville Studies; and other publications. His first book, Eden's
Outcasts: The Story of Louisa May Alcott and Her Father, was awarded the Pulitzer in 2008.
His more recent book The Lives of Margaret Fuller has been awarded the Ann M. Sperber Prize
for Best Biography of a Journalist. Professor Matteson's annotated edition of Alcott's Little
Women, published by W. W. Norton in 2015, reached #1 on Amazon's list of best-selling works
of children's literary criticism. Professor Matteson is a Fellow of the Massachusetts Historical
Society and a former Fellow of the Leon Levy Center for Biography, where he formerly served
as deputy director. He has received the Distinguished Faculty Award of the John Jay College
Alumni Association and the Dean's Award for Distinguished Achievement by a PhD Alumnus of the Columbia University School of Arts and Sciences. He is now writing a book about
the Battle of Fredericksburg.
"Mailer, Doctorow, Roth: A Cross-Generational Reading of the American Berserk”
Keynote address abstract: Of all American paradoxes, none is greater than this: that the typical
American cherishes free speech but is almost mortally offended by public protest, which he
regards as at best lacking in taste and at worst an outright crime. A nation founded on dissent,
America is exquisitely uncomfortable with ill-mannered disagreement. More than freedom
itself, an American is likely to value moral insularity and absolution: he wants to live his
life free from ethical challenge. He seeks suburban anesthesia, a life of commercial abundance untroubled by the pain inflicted elsewhere to maintain it, whether through military
aggression or the global exploitation of labor. The American hopes to be reminded that he is
good and blameless—and quickly condemns his critics as envious or mad or driven by dark
agendas. As by an unwritten law, he denounces protest as an offense against his amour propre.
This condemnation, ipso facto, makes a figurative criminal of the protester, who, when his efforts
are scorned, finds herself not trying to persuade, but acting in a spirit of resentment and selfvindication. She sees any act by her countryman that does not challenge the social system
as intolerable evidence of complicity and collaboration. The spirit of compromise vanishes,
and the protester risks falling into the attitude described by Philip Roth as “the American
berserk.” My address will examine this process of polarization through three indispensable
American novels of protest: Norman Mailer’s Armies of the Night; E.L. Doctorow’s The Book
of Daniel; and Philip Roth’s American Pastoral.

11

CONFERENCE PROGRAM
Conference participants who need transportation will be picked up from the Katowice

railway station at about 14:00 and driven to the conference venue (Hotel Meta, ul. Skośna 4,

43-370 Szczyrk, Poland).

Thursday, 20.09.2018
16:00—Registration desk opens

16:30—Conference opening ceremony

¶ Welcome address—Zbigniew Białas, Director of the Institute of English Cultures
and Literatures, University of Silesia in Katowice, Poland

film panel (plenary room)

17:00—I Am Not Your Negro (the screening of the film and discussion)

all together now...
19:00—20:00 Dinner

20:00 onwards—Szczyrk by Night (including pub crawling/bar hopping)

Friday, 21.09.2018
07:00—09:00 Breakfast

09:00—11:00 Registration continues

plenary session
11:00–12:30

Keynote speech— Giorgio Mariani, The "Sapieza" University of Rome, Italy
"'One step beyond the hero' (and beyond the 'tragic'): Reflections on the United States
Anti-War Movement in Historical Perspective”
12:30—12:45 Coffee break
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midday session (plenary room)
utopian rebellions

chair—John T. Matteson

12:45—14:15

¶ Katarzyna Fetlińska, University of Warsaw, Poland:
“Rebellion in the Utopia: Non-Conformism in Iain M. Banks’s Culture Novels”
¶ Monika Kocot, University of Łódź, Poland:
“A Celebration of the Wild: on Earth Democracy and the Ethics of Civil Disobedience
in Gary Snyder’s Writing”
¶ Paweł Jędrzejko, University of Silesia in Katowice, Poland:
“Tragedy/Irony. A Reflection on Engaged Poetry and Time”
14:15—15:30 Lunch

afternoon session (plenary room)
raceistance (of) activism
chair—Małgorzata Poks

15:30—17:00

¶ Sonia Caputa, University of Silesia in Katowice, Poland:
“Resistance and Protest in Percival Everett's Erasure”
¶ Paulina Napierała, Jagiellonian University, Poland:
“Rebellious Religion? Black Churches:
From Civil Disobedience to Black Liberation Theology”
¶ Justin Michael Battin, RMIT University, Vietnam:
“The Protest Infused with Das Gestell: A Look at the Principal Failing of Occupy Wall
Street and the Future of Social Movements”
17:00—17:15 Coffee break

film panel (plenary room)

17:30—19:15 Yes Men Are Revolting (the screening of the film and discussion)

all together now...
19:30 Dinner
20:30 Onwards—Let's socialize!
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22.09.2018 Saturday
07:00—09:00 Breakfast

09:00—Conference updates

plenary session (plenary room)

09:30–10:45
Keynote speech—John Matteson, John Jay College of Criminal Justice, CUNY
"Mailer, Doctorow, Roth: A Cross-Generational Reading of the American Berserk”
10:45—11:00 Coffee break

parallel midday sessions (room a)
bodily resistance

chair—Paweł Jędrzejko

11:00—12:30

¶ Ewa Wylężek, University of Silesia in Katowice, Poland:

“Pun Intended—Political Satire as Cultural Resistance”

¶ Anna Kisiel, University of Silesia in Katowice, Poland:

“'Her Body Islanded’: Corporeal Resistance in Margaret Atwood’s The Edible Woman”
¶ Nina Augustynowicz, University of Silesia in Katowice, Poland:

“This Will Not Do: Reconsidering Laura’s Transformation in Christina Rossetti’s ‘Goblin Market’”
12:30—12:45 Coffee break

captive bodies /captive voices

chair—Sabina Sweta Sen-Podstawska

12:45—14:15

¶ Małgorzata Poks, University of Silesia in Katowice, Poland:
“‘Where Butchers Sing Like Angels’: Of Captive Bodies and Colonized Minds.
(With a little help from Louise Erdrich)”
¶ Agnieszka Gondor-Wiercioch, Jagiellonian University in Kraków, Poland:
“For ‘the God of Sausage and Pierogi’: Catholic schizophrenia in Louise Erdrich’s LaRose”
¶ Paula Wieczorek, University of Rzeszów, Poland:
“Various Forms of Protest in Linda Hogan’s Solar Storms (1995) and Barbara Kingsolver’s
Prodigal Summer (2000)”
14:15—15:30 Lunch
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parallel midday sessions (room b)

portraying (vs.) mythology: humanity in crisis

chair—Giorgio Mariani

11:00—12:45

¶ Kalina Kukiełko-Rogozińska, University of Szczecin, Poland:
“New Technologies and ‘Beauty of War’. Digital Photo of Armed Conflicts as a Way
of Protest Against Crisis of Humanity”
¶ Magdalena Paulina Bazylewicz, University of Social Sciences and Humanities, Poland:
“American Communists and their Literary Sword”
¶ John Eric Starnes, University of Silesia in Katowice, Poland:
“A Black Flag under a Gray Sky: Portraits of Confederate Guerrillas in Contemporary
Film, Fiction, and Song”
¶ Marcin Hanuszkiewicz, University of Silesia in Katowice, Poland:
“Shift Linguals—Cut Word Lines: The Cut-Ups of William Burroughs
as a Means of Mythic Warfare”
12:45—13:0 Coffee break

the future and the youth

chair—Agnieszka Woźniakowska

13:00—14:30

¶ Kalle Pekka Mäkelä, University of Helsinki, Finland:
“Governing Young People in Finish Youth Support Systems Through Poverty and Debt”
¶ Kamelia Talebian Sedehi, The "Sapienza" University of Rome, Italy:
“School, the Place to Learn or to Be Abused? Study of Trauma in Kiss of The Fur Queen”
14:15—15:30 Lunch

plenary session (plenary room)

15:30–16:45
Keynote speech—Manuel Broncano Rodríguez, Texas A&M International University, USA
“‘Proselytes of the New Order’: The Judge, the Fool, and Contemporary US Foreign Policy”
16:45—17:00 Coffee break
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parallel afternoon sessions (room a)
ethnicity/identity/protest

chair—Manuel Broncano Rodríguez

17:00—18:30

¶ Tomasz Brenet, University of Silesia in Katowice, Poland:
“Prisoners of Culture Wars—Chicanos in the Fight for Social Justice”
¶ Michał Zięba, Jagiellonian University in Kraków, Poland:

“The quest of identity as a form of protest in Tahar Ben Jelloun’s L’enfant de sable
and La nuit sacrée”
¶ Edyta Wood, Kazimierz Wielki University in Bydgoszcz, Poland:
“Indigenous Activism in Canada—Arthur Manuel and His Unsettling Protest”

parallel afternoon sessions (room b)
virtual rebellions

chair—Nina Augustynowicz

17:00—18:30

¶ Michał Kisiel, University of Silesia in Katowice, Poland:
“Games without Frontiers: Revolting (against) Violence in Michael Haneke’s Funny Games”
¶ Mariola Świerkot, University of Silesia in Katowice, Poland:
“‘Love, Life, and Liberty—What More Does a Man Need?’—Perspectives
and Interpretations of the Character of Anders and the Mage Rebellion in the Game
Series Dragon Age”
¶ Marcin Sarnek, University of Silesia in Katowice, Poland:
“Stray Rounds. Activism and the institution of The Wire”
18:30—19:00 Break

all together now...
19:00 Dinner

21:00 Onwards—Let's socialize!
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Sunday, 21.09.2008
7:00—09:00 Breakfast

closing session (plenary room)
09:00—09:15

Conference updates—the organizers
10:30—10:45
Closing address—Paweł Jędrzejko, Chair of the Department

of American and Canadian Studies, University of Silesia in Katowice

10:45 Conference Closing

18

ABSTRACTS AND BIOS
(ALPHABETIZED BY PRESENTERS’ NAMES)

Nina Augustynowicz
¶ “This Will Not Do: Reconsidering Laura’s Transformation
in Christina Rossetti’s ‘Goblin Market’”
Many critics tend to view Lizzie and Laura, the protagonists of Christina Rossetti’s

“Goblin Market”, as representatives of two types of consumer behaviour. Charlotte Boyce

puts it this way: [w]hereas Laura is dangerously susceptible to the kind of marketplace de-

ceptions uncovered in the Victorian press, Lizzie is portrayed as an altogether more savvy

shopper.” In this perspective, Laura’s decision to taste the goblin fruit and abandon her

household duties is interpreted as depravation resulting from the introduction to the domain of market economy. Under the influence of advertising represented by the goblins’

“come buy” sales pitch, the innocent maidens reject their idyllic, pre-lapsarian self-sufficiency of unalienated agricultural production. However, Rossetti’s vision of rural paradise

sounds suspiciously close to the idea of hell from the perspective of many other Victorian

female protagonists who pine away in search of a purpose in life. In fact, what happens

to Laura after she consumes the fruit makes her “the girl of the period,” or how Eliza Lynn

Linton mockingly dubbed any young woman who dared to disagree with her husband

or strive for more than being “a tender mother, an industrious housekeeper, a judicious mistress.” Reading Laura’s change solely in terms of fall would, in a way, put one in the same

position as Victorian conservatives harshly criticising the New Woman for trying to upset

the period’s power relations. Instead, it is necessary to reconsider Laura’s fruit-induced

transformation as a form of protest against the limited opportunities women had to strug-

gle with in the Victorian period.

Nina Augustynowicz, University of Silesia, Katowice, is a doctoral student and a lecturer
in the Institute of English Cultures and Literatures, University of Silesia in Katowice, Poland.
Her research interests include, most importantly, food studies, Victorian studies, and cognitive
studies. She is currently working on her dissertation on the topic of conceptual metaphors of food
and eating in 19th-century Britain and the USA.
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Justin Michael Battin
¶ “The Protest Infused with Das Gestell
A Look at the Principal Failing of Occupy Wall Street
and the Future of Social Movements”
This presentation will rely on Heidegger’s thesis introduced in his landmark essay, “The Ques-

tion Concerning Technology” (1977 [1956]) to explore what some have referred to as “mouseclick solidarity” (Herzogenrath-Amelung 2018) and “slacktivism” (Carr 2011), specifically with

reference to the 2011 Occupy Wall Street movement. This movement is particularly notable

not necessarily for its abundant and far-reaching aims, but rather for its vast reliance on social

media and locative app-based communication for recruitment, organization, and the dissemi-

nation of information. Although this strategy indeed helped garner worldwide attention and inspire similar movements, some of which operated under the same banner, the movement was,

in my view, ultimately a failure, reasons for which include the lack of a management structure,

an ambiguous centralized message, and, primarily, a significant number of participants whose

impassioned support for the cause was incongruent with their involvement on the ground.

In the contemporary era, among the most pressing concerns, as professed by Dreyfus and Kelly

(2011), is a widespread lack of commitment. Channeling Heidegger, and to an extent Kierkegaard, they proclaim that all things, including ourselves and our interests, are increasingly malleable and subject to revision depending on their applicability of being wielded in various social
circumstances, specifically for the accruement of social capital. With regards to Occupy Wall

Street, and social media in general, users could easily demonstrate their allegiance to a movement or their support for a cause void of sacrifice or investment. This talk will thus discuss

Occupy Wall Street through this uniquely Heideggerian lens, in addition to a few other prominent social media-drive movements. To close, however, examples of fan activism, or cultural

acupuncture, as it has been coined by Jenkins (2011), will be presented as contemporary social movements that exhibit sincere and legitimate commitment, as these forms of engagement

rely upon one’s previously established devotion to a text, for instance, in addition to its themes

and potential applicability to understanding real world issues.

Justin Michael Battin, Lecturer of Communication at Royal Melbourne Institute of Technology
in Vietnam and formerly Assistant Professor of English Cultures and Literatures in the Department of American and Canadian Studies at the University of Silesia in Katowice. His research
focuses on intersecting various strands of Heidegger’s philosophy with the everyday uses of mobile
media technologies and mobile social media. He has published a single-authored monograph titled
Mobile Media Technologies and Poiēsis (Palgrave, 2017) and is the co-editor of the recently
released We Need to Talk About Martin: Essays Situating Heidegger in Contemporary
Media Studies (Peter Lang, 2018).
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Magdalena Paulina Bazylewicz
¶ “American Communists and their Literary Sword”
“Not so many feats can be found in American literature to surpass what he did there

in those two or three weeks in that little room with those piled-up papers in a half-known

tongue,” said Max Eastman about Ten Days that Shook the World, a book which Stalin

and Lenin commented upon, to the author's delight. The author was John Reed, a young,

American socialist journalist who experienced the October Revolution first-hand and put

it on paper. He had gone on an assignment for The Masses, a graphic socialist politics magazine, whose brief existence was ended by the federal government. The trial captured the spirit

of that strange period in American history when censorship was running rampant through

the media, ending careers and struggling to extinguish radical thought. Although effectively
shut down, The Masses left an imprint on America's literary, political and social life. Both

the magazine and Reed, one of its most consequential authors, both epitomized the fierce be-

lief that the written word can change the world and it is worth to defend it till the last breath.

Magdalena Paulina Bazylewicz is a 2012 graduate of English Philology Department at the Catholic University of Lublin. A student of American Culture Studies of American Studies Center
of University of Warsaw. Currently a doctoral candidate at SWPS University of Social Sciences and Humanities pursuing a thesis on modern American literature. Particularly interested
in American literature, history, political and social issues.

Tomasz Jerzy Brenet
¶ “Prisoners of Culture Wars—Chicanos in the Fight for Social Justice”
The Mexican American community in the United States, just like the whole Hispanic

minority, has been subservient to the dominant Anglo population and its culture for many

decades. The situation started to change just with the emergence of the Chicano movement in the late 1960s and early 1970s when some Mexican Americans decided to cooperate

and organize themselves so as to speak up collectively in their own cause, which was aimed

at achieving equal socioeconomic status, cultural visibility, and political rights. Obviously,
not each and every minority member participated in this social and political action, which
may be ascribed to a variety of reasons. One of them is that at this time Mexican Americans

differed radically in their perception of the Chicano community itself as well as in views concerning the tracks which should be followed to make a change for the better. Bearing in mind

the above, the purpose of the paper is to analyze the historical context of racial/ethnic op-
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pression suffered by the minority as well as the ideological premises of its political organizing

in the latter half of the twentieth century.

Tomasz Jerzy Brenet is a doctoral student at the Faculty of Philology of the University of Silesia
in Katowice. His research concentrates upon the revisions of the perceptions of the Latin/Hispanic
American identities in light of methodological approaches intersecting literary scholarship and sociology. His doctoral project is dedicated to Chicana writing presented in the prisms of the concepts
of habitus and symbolic violence.

Sonia Caputa
¶ “Resistance and Protest in Percival Everett's Erasure”
As argued by a literary critic, Margaret Russett, Percival Everett “unhinges ‘black’ sub-

ject matter from a lingering stereotype of ‘black’ style [and] challenges the assumption that

a single or consensual African-American experience exists to be represented.” The author

presents such a radical individualism in his most admired literary work published in 2001.

In Erasure Thelenious ‘Monk’ Ellison, the main character and narrator of the book, pens

a stereotypically oriented African American novel that becomes an expression of “him being sick of it;” “an awful little book, demeaning and soul destroying drivel” that caters for
the tastes and expectations of the American readership but, at the same time, oscillates

around pre-conceived beliefs, prejudices and racial clichés supposedly emphasizing the ‘authentic’ black experience in the United States. Not only is Erasure about race, misconceptions of blackness and racial identification but also about academia, external constraints

and one’s fight against them. The present paper, therefore, endeavors to analyze different

forms of resistance and protest in Percival Everett’s well acclaimed novel, demonstrating

the intricate connections between the publishing industry, the impact of media, the literary
canon formation and the treatment of black culture.

Sonia Caputa currently works as Assistant Professor in the Department of American and Canadian
Studies at the University of Silesia. She holds a PhD in American literature from the same university. Caputa is a fellow of 2014 Salzburg Seminar American Studies Association Symposium "Defining
America: New Writing, New Voices, New Directions," a participant of the summer Fulbright scholarship “The United States Department of State 2015 Institute on Contemporary US Literature” (University of Louisville, Kentucky), and a member of the Polish Association for American Studies. She teaches
contemporary American ethnic literature and survey courses in the history of American literature. Thematically, her publications address (but are not limited to) ethnicity, assimilation, as well as stereotypes
in literature and films.

22

Katarzyna Fetlińska
¶ “Rebellion in the Utopia: Non-conformism in Iain M. Banks’s Culture Novels
and Intellectual Freedom through Satire”
The Culture is a fictional interstellar post-scarcity society created by Iain M. Banks.

Maintaining all the power in the hands of the super-advanced AIs, the Culture has solved

the problems of mortality, poverty and disease. The society appears to be a perfect utopia,
but the Culture-born protagonists of Banks’s novels are often fighting against the Culture

itself: in this paper I shall therefore explain the reasons behind such instances of rebellion

and non-conformism, referring to writings by Ernest Becker, Jeff Greenberg, and Steven

Shaviro. The Culture’s scientific knowledge is so advanced, that for the human citizens

there is nothing supernatural left to believe in—no immaterial mind nor soul. The AIs rul-

ing the society excel in all spheres of existence. Therefore, people no longer have any sense

of purpose: there is no transcendent, literal immortality awaiting them, and there is no
symbolic one too, since they cannot have any significant impact on the universe. Some

citizens rebel against the Culture’s materialist philosophy, some against the loss of a substantial part of human existence: the sense of importance, the belief in possessing free will,

and the blind faith in the existence of the unknown. Finally, the Culture’s citizens have also
lost their fear of death, which—Banks argues—pushes humans to great lengths to change
the world.

Katarzyna Fetlińska, University of Warsaw, graduated from the Institute of English Studies
(UW) in 2014, and is currently a PhD candidate in British Literature and Culture. Her research
project focuses on relationships between cognitive studies and post-war British fiction, while her
other academic interests include philosophy of science, and the presence of biological sciences in popular culture. She has authored articles on the works of Iain Banks, and participated in several international conferences on literature.

Murat Göç
¶ “Lost in Space: Masculinity Crisis as Crisis of Displacement”
There is no doubt that men as well as women and LGBTI+ have become victims of pa-

triarchy and its long standing institutions, most particularly institutions visibly or invis-

ibly dominating urban space. Increasing visibility of women at workplaces, declining need

for men’s labor and “demasculinization of the cityscape” undermined the perception of masculinity and traditional forms of patriarchy, which, eventually, led to a crisis of masculin-

ity. According to Jeff Hearn, crisis of masculinity is always and necessarily institutional
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and pervasive in everyday practices in urbanscapes. Within this context, then, this paper will

mainly discuss that the transformation of masculinity has been most obvious in the redesign

of space and time as the contradictory and fragmented structure of identity is formed up with

and by the spatial paradigms and hegemonic power relations. As Michel De Certau put it,

“the language of power is in itself ‘urbanizing,’ but the city is left prey to contradictory move-

ments that counterbalance and combine themselves outside the reach of panoptic power…

Beneath the discourses that ideologize the city, the ruses and combinations of powers that

have no readable identity proliferate; without points where one can take hold of them, without
rational transparency, they are impossible to administer”. Therefore, the cityscape only offers

chaotic, fluid and chimeral gender models that lead to a gender catastrophe: men in modern cities seemingly suffer from the simulacrum of gendered social practices within an everchanging architectural structure via the transformation of spatial meaning into consumable

artifacts. Hence, the dislocation of masculinity in such an urban atmosphere is considered

to fragment the subject positions and preset norms of gender analysis in postmodern culture.

In the light of such a theoretical background, Chuck Palahniuk’s Fight Club, Choke and Non-

Fiction, Douglas Coupland’s Generation X and Bret Easton Ellis’s American Psycho will be

analyzed to illustrate how modern urban culture deterritorizes masculine roles and how urban space acts as an agent of power relations in creating the identity and the subject positions

of American male in his pursuit of power and authenticity.

Murat Göç received his PhD from Ege University American Culture and Literature Department
with a dissertation entitled Theorizing Non-Canonical Literature: Cult Literature as a Postmodern Genre and a Reflection of Late Capitalist Culture. He is currently teaching at Pamukkale University English Language and Literature Dept., Denizli, Turkey. His main areas of interest
are contemporary novel, cultural theory, gender theory, in particular, masculinity studies.

Agnieszka Gondor-Wiercioch
¶ “For ‘the God of Sausage and Pierogi’: Catholic Schizophrenia
in Louise Erdrich’s LaRose”
In my presentation I would like to argue that one of the most intriguing themes in Lou-

ise Erdrich’s fiction is that of Catholic schizophrenia. Starting with the character of Pauline

Puyat in Tracks and Love Medicine, through the figure of Father Damien (appearing in several novels but particularly prominent in The Last Report on the Miracle at Little NoHorse)

and concentrating finally on Father Travis from the last novels, Erdrich explores the impact

of Catholicism on the mix-blood and white missionaries who attempt at converting Ojibwes

in their North Dakota reservations. My main focus will be the last but one novel by Er-
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drich titled LaRose (2016) in which she further develops the character of Father Travis from

The Roundhouse, the only man among the missionaries (Father Damien being a nun disguised as a priest). Similarly to the other members of the clergy created by Erdrich, Father

Travis is a deeply controversial figure, usually presented in a grotesque manner, resembling

to some extent religious fanatics from Southern gothic fiction. I will try to prove, however,
that Erdrich does not introduce such characters solely for our entertainment, but she asks

important questions about the borderline between religious fanaticism and commitment,
between a desire to follow one’s tradition and impose it on others and a need to question

or even transform it. The title of my presentation comes from LaRose and refers to the Polish roots of Father Travis and I would like to discuss it in reference to the figure of John Paul

II who appears in her other novel..

Agnieszka Gondor-Wiercioch is an Associate Professor at the Institute of American Studies and Polish Diaspora of the Jagiellonian University in Krakow. She teaches Latin American, American
and Canadian literature. Recipient of a research grant from the JFK Institute of Freie Universitat
in Berlin. Interested in the contemporary Latino/a and Native American fiction (transculturation in literature, reconstruction of history and identity search in ethnic and post-ethnic literature,
hybrid and heterogeneous literature, syncretic religions represented in literary texts and the clash
of incompatible cultural models). Published two monographs; one devoted to the comparative analysis and interpretation of the chosen works by Louise Erdrich and José María Arguedas; the other
to the roles of history in contemporary Native American and Latino/a fiction. Author of a couple
of articles connected with the abovementioned areas.

Marcin Hanuszkiewicz
¶ “Shift Linguals—Cut Word Lines: The Cut-Ups of William Burroughs
as a Means of Mythic Warfare”
Though the pantheon of collage artists is filled with surrealists, dadaists, and even

the likes of Pablo Picasso or Georges Braque, a very special position is held within that

pantheon by William S. Burroughs, whose Naked Lunch acquired a somewhat cult status.

For him, the method of collage presented itself as a way towards a rebellion—an insurrection against the system of control inherent in language itself. In books such as The Ticket

that Exploded and The Soft Machine Burroughs bestows upon his readers a vision of language as a parasitic life-form, which has dominated the earthly existence of human beings

by imposing upon them its system of sense. Collage (or, as Burroughs calls it, the cut-up)

is a chance of tearing down the oppressive structures of meaning self-reproducing themselves through our adherence to sociolinguistic rules, for it is in the cut-up that these rules
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are broken and the knots of previously excluded parallel meanings become disentangled.

The very notion of struggling with parasites of meaning can be connected with Roland
Barthes’s conceptualization of myths as layers of meaning that envelop and parasitize signs

in order to further their own agendas. In my presentation I would endeavour to reformulate Barthes’s dyadic model of myths into a triadic one, and then use the results of such

a reconstruction to interpret the themes of protest and mythology (understood as a tool

of normativisation) present within Burroughs’s literary output.

Marcin Hanuszkiewicz, University of Silesia, Katowice. A doctoral student in literary studies
at the Institute of English Cultures and Literatures, University of Silesia. His research interests include the more experimental strains of literature and other creative practices, mythology (in its widest
sense), sound studies, semiotics, and other and otherworldly things.

Paweł Jędrzejko
¶ “Tragedy/Irony. A Reflection on Engaged Poetry and Time”
Unlike four decades ago, today— safe in our privilege—we, Poles, are allowed to protest.

Irrespective of the brutality of the riot police and despite evident instances of the abuse

of justice, the consequences of participation in peaceful demonstrations are incomparably

less tragic than it was the case in the early 1980s. And yet it would be impossible not to notice the profundity of the yawning abyss between the palpable reality of desperate acts

of self-immolation and the safety of Facebook-based philippics, between the individual
tragedies of dying hunger strikers and the “intimate revolts” of those who—having much

too much to lose—speak out against the collapse of essential values in the serene sanctuary

of their homes. The tragedy of the irony of the self-fashioned righteousness seems to match
the irony of the real tragedies: the (post)modern hamartia seems to be well illustrated

by the difference between two musical interpretations of Ernest Bryll’s disconcerting pro-

test song “I Still Carry My Poems,” first arranged and performed in the 1980s by Tomek

Opoka, and then reinterpreted and reinvented in 2009 by the Banana Boat, whose version

was included in an album created by Piotr Bakal in memory of the blind bard. The present

reflections, therefore, address the phenomenon of the ironic protest, in which self-made heroes thrive, and tragic protesters become invisible, their humanity transformed into an icon.

Paweł Jędrzejko, Ph.D., D. Litt, Associate Professor at the University of Silesia in Katowice, Poland,
is the Chair of the Department of American and Canadian Studies at the, Institute of English Cultures and Literatures, University of Silesia in Katowice. Member ofhis home Institute’s faculty since
1995, Paweł Jędrzejko has performed the functions of the Academic Secretary of the Institute, Rector’s
Plenipotentiary for Recruitment at the University of Silesia in Katowice and the Director of the Uni-
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versity of Silesia Press. He also served as a member of the Open Access Advisory Board at the Polish
Ministry of Science and Higher Education. In the years 2003–2008, he had served as a International
American Studies Association Member At-Large; currently, Jędrzejko is a member of the Executive
Council of the Organization. A co-founder and co-editor of the Review of International American
Studies (RIAS), Jędrzejko is also an author of over a hundred publications, including two authored
and five co-edited books, numerous journal articles and book chapters. He co-edited all of the existing issues of the RIAS. He also serves as the Managing Editor of the Polish learned journal Er(r)go.
Theory—Literature—Culture. An ocean-going yachtmaster and a musician, seeking refuge from
the stringencies of academic life, he goes sailing, sings sea shanties in the vocal sextet Banana Boat,
plays the guitar, or devises plans for future sailing expeditions.

Anna Kisiel
¶ “‘Her Body Islanded’: Corporeal Resistance
in Margaret Atwood’s The Edible Woman’
Marian MacAlpin, the protagonist of Margaret Atwood’s The Edible Woman, is a “marvellously normal” young woman, leading an apparently satisfying and stable life. However,
at one point—coinciding with the acceptance of her partner’s marriage proposal—something within her breaks. Her body, in an act of resistance, refuses to consume certain foods;
it becomes an increasingly independent entity, seemingly exterior to herself. While trying
to fight off this rebellion, Marian comes to face social norms she is supposed to comply
with as a woman, finding them indeed indigestible. Written in 1965 and published in 1969,
The Edible Woman has not lost its accuracy. Its affinity to the second wave of feminism,
the mind/body and self/Other dualisms, and the questions of normativity, eating disorders,
and hysteria have been extensively commented upon. Yet, I believe there are territories
in this novel that are worth exploring within the framework indebted to the recent shift
of feminist studies towards fragility: a notion that has ceased to entail passivity or surrender. The aim of my paper is to examine the theme of a fragile corporeal protest; the revolt
of Marian’s body will be juxtaposed with such tropes and categories as fluidity and containment, vulnerability, abjectivity, agency, and becoming.
Anna Kisiel is a PhD student in Literary Studies at the University of Silesia in Katowice.
She holds an MA degree in English Studies based on her dissertation entitled Tangible Trauma:
Tropes of Gesture in the Context of Psychoanalytically Grounded Theories (2015) and a BA
degree based on her thesis devoted to the motif of intimacy in the self-portraiture of Francesca
Woodman with reference to the matrixial theory (2013). Her academic research revolves around—
but is not limited to—the matrixial psychoanalysis of Bracha L. Ettinger, trauma studies, photography theory, and body and femininity in the visual arts and poetry. Currently she is working
on her PhD project concerning the body in Ettinger’s theory and art. She is an active member
of Gender Studies Centre, University of Silesia in Katowice.
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Michał Kisiel
¶ “Games without Frontiers: Revolting (against) Violence
in Michael Haneke’s Funny Games”
Among various norms the contemporary mainstream cinema has been eagerly transgressing, the limits of violence—either justified or not—happen to be challenged more intensely
than ever before. Satisfying compensatory needs of the spectators, constructing their identities, and even contributing to the biopolitics of neoliberalism, images of violence and proliferating bloodthirsty fantasies put scholars in a suspicious position; as Patricia Pisters notes,
critics tend to either perceive such tropes as mere aesthetical devices or lock them up within
a moral framework, eschewing any considerations concerning their form.[1] Michael Haneke’s
Funny Games seems to resist such a clear-cut binary; what is more, it contributes immensely
to the criticism of mainstream cinematic violence. Misleading with its initial setting of a conventional thriller, Haneke’s work employs absurd brutality in order to overload violence itself.
The scenes of cruel tortures and ruthless killings are entangled in the ongoing masquerade,
during which swapping roles, theatrical gestures, and temporary identities destabilise seemingly fixed positions of perpetrators and their victims, and tamper with the motives behind
the carnage. The paper I propose aims at exploring Haneke’s Funny Games as a protest against
violence employed in the mainstream cinema. As I would argue, by confronting its spectators
with unbearable cruelty devoid of closing katharsis, Funny Games deconstructs their bloodthirsty desire of retaliation and unmasks them as the very reason for the violence on screen.
Following, among others, Jean-Luc Nancy and Henry A. Giroux, I would like to demonstrate how Haneke exhausts the norm of acceptable violence to reinstate such a limit anew.
[1] Patricia Pisters, The Matrix of Visual Culture: Working with Deleuze in Film Theory (Stanford,
California: Stanford University Press, 2003), p. 80.
Michał Kisiel is a PhD student at the University of Silesia in Katowice. He holds an MA degree
in English Studies. His dissertation focused on the categories of subject and undecidability in Alain Badiou, Jacques Derrida, and Samuel Beckett. Currently, he is working on the thesis devoted to the unfolding of Samuel Beckett and Tadeusz Kantor by means of new materialist methods. Aside from that, his
interests include the correspondence between literature and philosophy, and the ontological turn in humanities. In 2015, he participated in The Northwestern University Paris Program in Critical Theory.

Monika Kocot
¶ “A Celebration of the Wild: on Earth Democracy
and the Ethics of Civil Disobedience in Gary Snyder’s Writing”
In 1961, Gary Snyder wrote a thought-provoking article called “Buddhist Anarchism.” In it, Snyder says, “[T]he mercy of the West has been social revolution; the mercy

of the East has been individual insight into the basic self / void. We need both. They are both
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contained in the traditional three aspects of the Dharma path: wisdom (prajña), meditation

(dhyāna), and morality (śīla)” (92). For Snyder, morality means practicing wisdom and meditation through personal example and responsible action for the benefit of “the true community

(sangha) of ‘all beings’” (92). In 1978, Robert Aitken Roshi, Anne Hopkins Aitken, along
with Nelson Foster established The Buddhist Peace Fellowship—a grass roots movement
promoting various forms of nonviolent social activism and environmentalism—and, quite

obviously, Snyder (along with Joanna Macy, Jack Cornfield, Alfred Bloom, and others) joined.

It is important to notice here how significant the collaboration of practicing Buddhists, social activists, proponents of deep ecology, and last but not least, mindfulness was and still

is for the Western culture.The paper will attempt to show the evolution of Snyder’s philosophy

of living/writing (from the Buddhist anarchism of the 1960s to his contemporary experiments), and will focus on the link between the ethics of civil disobedience and deep ecology.

Jason M. Wirth’s study titled Mountains, Rivers, and the Great Earth: Reading Gary Snyder

and Dōgen in an Age of Ecological Crisis, published in 2017, will provide an interesting point

of reference here. The author will trace Snyder’s insights as a poet, Zen practitioner, and environmental activist, and point to the ways in which his revolutionary writing has inspired
spiritually-based activism and geopoetic attitudes in America and beyond.

Monika Kocot, PhD, is Assistant Professor in the Department of British Literature and Culture
at the University of Lodz, Poland. Her main academic interests are: contemporary British poetry, Native American prose and poetry, literary theory, and literary translation. She is the author
of Playing Games of Sense in Edwin Morgan’s Writing (Frankfurt am Main: Peter Lang,
2016) and co-editor of Języki (pop)kultury w literaturze, mediach i filmie (Łódź: Wydawnictwo Uniwersytetu Łódzkiego, 2015). She is a member of the Association for Cultural Studies,
The Association for Scottish Literary Studies, and the French Society of Scottish Studies (SFEE).
She is the President of The K.K. Baczynski Literary Society.

Kalina Kukiełko-Rogozińska
¶ “New Technologies and ‘Beauty of War’
Digital Photo of Armed Conflicts as a Way of Protest
Against Crisis of Humanity”
The aim of the proposed speech is to discuss technological face of war as it is presented

in Rita Leistner’s photographs and theoretical reflection. In January 2011, Leistner, a Toronto-based war photojournalist, was invited to participate in the project called ‘Basetrack’.

It was an international media experiment, designed to use social media to establish uninhibited contacts between soldiers on missions, and their families in America. A group

of artists accompanied a battalion of US Marines during their seven-month stay in Afghani-
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stan. Leistner used her iPhone to make pictures of a daily life of the military base situated

in Helmand province, near the border with Pakistan. For Rita making such kind of photos

is a way of protest against violence and crisis of humanity.Thus, the basis of my consider-

ations are primarily the photographs taken during the Basetrack. I am interested in their
cultural, social, and human context. What concerns me is the impact of the presence

of a “foreign” military base on functioning of the local population, as well as the influence

of local people on the daily lives of soldiers. I am interested in the mystery of “equalized
forces”: why one of the most modern armies in the world cannot overcome the Taliban who

use technology from the late 1970s. But above all, I am interested in the impact of digital

war photography on the inhabitants of the global village.

Kalina Kukiełko-Rogozińska, PhD, University of Szczecin, has been exploring the Marshall
McLuhan’s theory of media for 15 years. She is particularly interested in his conception of art
and artistic practice. She is also involved in popularization of his ideas in Poland. In 2016 she
received The Pierre Savard Award for her book on McLuhan. Currently, she is also collaborating
with the Polish National Centre for Culture on the translation of McLuhan’s two books—Gutenberg Galaxy and Laws of Media—into Polish as the editor of the content.

Kalle Pekka Mäkelä
¶ “Governing Young People in Finish Youth Support Systems
Through Poverty and Debt”
Drawing on two interrelated ethnographic areas of youth work, the outreach youth

work and workshop for young people, this paper aims to analyze how young people in weak

economical position are governed through neoliberal practices policies and politics. In my
paper I ask how subject in poverty and debt is formed and cultivated. What I intend to bring

forth is the delineation of poverty and indebtedness related to practices of youth support

systems in Finland. Interesting is to notice what sort of practices, policies and austerity

politics create, maintain, shape, reshape and reproduce subjects in poverty and indebted-

ness and what effect this has on the lives of young people. Last but not the least question

is what kind of resistances can be found in this situation.

Kalle Pekka Mäkelä, University of Helsinki, Finland; PhD student in the faculty of educational
sciences. She was born in 1972 in Helsinki, received her MA in social sciences in 1999 and a MA
in education in 2015. She is co-author of the article (2017) “Transitions, justice and equity in education” published in Oxford Encyclopedia of Education (Oxford University Press).
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Paulina Napierała
¶ “Rebellious Religion? Black Churches: From Civil Disobedience
to Black Liberation Theology”
The aim of the paper is to analyze the role of Black churches—that is Protestant

churches that minister to predominantly Black congregations—in African American pro-

test movements. Can we describe churches that support ideas perceived as rebellious with

the use of religious arguments as propagating rebellious religion? Martin Luther King

Jr. used civil disobedience to advocate a political change. It took the form of large-scale,
non-violent refusals to obey government. As a Baptist minister, King derived much of his

philosophy from the Bible (and from the philosophy of "Mahatma" Gandhi). The civil

rights movement was a political movement of protest as well as a religious movement, sustained by the religious power of Black churches. However, not all of the Black churches

supported King: some tried to remain neutral, focusing only on faith and salvation. Other

ones adopted Black liberation theology, which is believed to have emerged as an expression

of Black consciousness. On the surface it appears to be a reactionary effort against a "white"

theology that has not spoken to needs of the Negro race. It is concerned with racism, a historical identity, as well as Black Power and Black nationalism. According to this theology,
to be oppressed is to be black, and to be an oppressor is to be white, therefore God is either

metaphorically or literally Black. Although it has offered a unique perspective of empower-

ment to Black Christians, it is considered very controversial. Can we perceive both of these
movements as propagating rebellious religion?

Paulina Napierała, Jagiellonian University, Poland, holds a PhD in political science from Jagiellonian University. Her dissertation, defended in 2011, focused on G.W. Bush's faith-based initiatives policy. Her research explores a variety of issues concerning the role of religion in American public life. She graduated from Jagiellonian University receiving two M.A. degrees: in International
Relations and in Ethnic and Migration Studies. Additionally, she holds a BA in English Philology.
She also studied in England (University of the West of England, Bristol), and in the USA (Valdosta State University). She received several scholarships and grants: Kosciuszko Foundation Grant
(research at the Boisi Center for Religion and American Public Life, BC; Harvard Divinity School
and Harvard J.F. Kennedy School of Government), Fulbright Junior Fellowship (research at Boston College and Harvard University), Józef Tischner's Scholarship (Institute for Human Sciences,
‘IWM', Vienna), J.F. Kennedy Library Grant (Freie Universität Berlin). Thanks to the financial
support from her home institution she also conducted research at the University of Michigan where
she additionally participated in the ICPSR summer program (2012), and at Stanford University
(2013). She gave visiting lectures and presentations at Boston College, Canisius College, Buffalo;
University of Ljubljana and University of Catania.
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Małgorzata Poks
¶ “‘Where Butchers Sing Like Angels’: Of Captive Bodies and Colonized Minds
(With a Little Help from Louise Erdrich)”
Master Butchers Signing Club—Louise Erdrich’s “counterhistory” (Natalie Eppelsheimer)

of the declared and undeclared wars of Western patriarchy—depicts a world where butchering, when done with precision and expertise, approximates art. Fidelis Waldvogel, whose

name means literally Faithful Songbird, is a sensitive German boy turned first-rate sniper

in the First World War and master butcher in his adult life in America. When Fidelis revisits

his homeland after the slaughter of World War II is over, Delphine, his second wife, has a vision of smoke and ashes bursting out of the mouths of the master butchers singing onstage

in a masterful harmony of voices. Why it is only Delphine, an outsider in the Western world,

that can see the crematorium-like reality overimposed on the bucolic scenery of a small German town? Drawing on decolonial and Animal Studies, this paper will try to demystify some

of the norms and normativities we live by.

Małgorzata Poks, PhD, assistant professor in the Institute of English Cultures and Literatures,
University of Silesia, Poland. Her main interests concern spirituality, civil disobedience, Christian
anarchism, contemporary U.S. literature, Thomas Merton’s poetry, U.S.-Mexican border writing,
and Animal and Environmental Studies. She is a recipient of several international fellowships.
Her monograph Thomas Merton and Latin America: A Consonance of Voices was awarded
“the Louie” by the International Thomas Merton Society.

Marcin Sarnek
¶ “Stray Rounds. Activism and the Institution of The Wire”
The most acclaimed TV show of all times—The Wire—is no stranger to paradoxes. In fact,

revelation of paradoxes resulting from the colliding trajectories of the ill-working institutions

makes the core of the argument of the show. The rhetorical power which The Wire uses to ad-

dress such paradoxes comes from its self-admitted incorporation of classical tragedy and from
the use of pessimism as a valid societal critique; it is mostly pessimism, sarcasm, and—to use

David Simon’s own website’s motto—the “audacity of despair,” that allow to frame the whole

show within the aesthetics of protest and activism. In effect of this rhetoric, The Wire has at-

tracted enough attention to become a recognized, compelling, and sometimes endorsed critical voice about the crisis within the protagonist city of Baltimore and, by extension, within
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America. Among the paradoxes that define The Wire is then the following: while the main

rhetorical ambition of the show is a critique of institutions, The Wire itself has become one.

This trend has even intensified, if anything, nearly a decade after the show had been completed. In particular, during the 2015 Baltimore riots in the aftermath of the death of Freddie

Gray, a number of The Wire creators and actors were among the personalities local and national media (and politicians) turned to in their efforts to intervene in the ongoing chaos.

The trend peaked, perhaps, with the making and the release of an HBO Baltimore riots
documentary Baltimore Rising by The Wire lead and local activist Sonja Sohn. The paper aims

to investigate the operations of The Wire institution, and plans, in particular, to revisit the pessimistic rhetoric employed by the show and to contrast it with the more hopeful rhetoric

of the recent anti-violence and pro-equality activism in America.

Marcin Sarnek, PhD, assistant professor, in the Institute of English Cultures and Literatures,
University of Silesia in Katowice, Poland. Sarnek teaches American culture and history, multimedia, and various aspects of interactive entertainment. His recent research interests include
theories of interactive narrative, game design, and the use of intellectual property in the video
game industry. He has published papers and book chapters on media theory, the presence of cryptography technologies in contemporary American culture, and conflicts surrounding contemporary
intellectual property debates.

John Eric Starnes
¶ “A Black Flag under a Gray Sky: Portraits of Confederate Guerrillas
in Contemporary Film, Fiction, and Song”
Ang Lee’s Civil War film, Ride with the Devil, which was based on Charles Woodrell’s

novel Woe to Live On presented a fictionalized account of Confederate guerrillas, also known

as Bushwhackers. However, in Civil War fiction, Woodrell’s novel is just one of many fictional examinations of these most implacable of Confederates. In fact, T.J. Stiles in his bi-

ography of Jesse James, The Last Rebel, hypothesizes that James, his brother Frank, along
with the Youngers formed a ‘Confederate brotherhood’ that survived the war and continued

fighting for the cause. While the war west of the Mississippi has been described by one historian as a “war to the knife” and there is no doubt that the war between partisan bands was

vicious, the fictional accounts presented by Woodrell and others concentrate more on the actions than on the ideology or what kind of war the Bushwhackers thought they were fighting.

However, within recent neo-Confederate writing, the Bushwhackers have been rehabilitated

and elevated as paragons of Southern manhood. This article analyzes the ways in which con-
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temporary neo-Confederate advocates and mainstream novelists portray the Bushwhackers

and their futile fight to maintain the Southern way of life and the ‘manly’ virtues they are
thought to have embodied.

John Eric Starnes, PhD, University of Silesia, Katowice. I’m a native of North Carolina, USA. I have
a PhD in American literature. My fields of interest include, but are not limited to—radical literature
of the right, revolutionary and nationalist literature, and contemporary Christian “Patriot” fiction.

Mariola Świerkot
¶ “‘Love, Life, and Liberty—What More Does a Man Need?’
Perspectives and Interpretations of the Character of Anders
and the Mage Rebellion in the Game Series Dragon Age”
In the world of the role-playing video game series Dragon Age exist numerous instances

of imbalance of power. One of the most prominent examples is the conflict between the mages—a group possessing innate magical abilities that cause particular vulnerability to demonic

influence, and the templars—a military order established by the leading religious organization of the world to control and apprehend the mages. This conflict permeates the series,

repeatedly placing the player in a position to declare support for and seek assistance of one

of the sides. Over the course of the series the conflict intensifies, leading to a climax that

also becomes a point of contention amongst the fan community. This paper aims to present

and analyze the reactions of the fan community towards the character of Anders—a renegade mage who dedicates his life to fighting against the oppression of mages by the templars—and the drastic action he takes towards inciting a rebellion that ultimately changes

the face of the world. Players seem to be particularly divided in their reception of Anders’s

actions and motivation, ranging from full support in fighting oppression to declaring him

a dangerous terrorist. This paper will explore those differing points of view and attempt to determine whether the character of Anders could be perceived as a hero or antihero of the story,

in reference to theories of fandom that emphasize the transformative and negotiative approach of fan communities towards the source texts, as well as literary and cultural theories

centered around the classic narratives and discourses of heroic and anti-heroic characters.

Mariola Świerkot is a PhD student at the University of Silesia, Institiute of English Cultures
and Literatures, Department of American and Canadian Studies. Her research interests include
aspects of contemporary North American history, culture and literature—in particular non-fictional literature, as well as popular culture in international contexts.
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Paula Wieczorek
¶ “Various Forms of Protest in Linda Hogan’s Solar Storms (1995)
and Barbara Kingsolver’s Prodigal Summer (2000)”
The issues of capitalism and patriarchy are depicted as common sources of environ-

mental crisis in Linda Hogan’s 1995 novel Solar Storms and Barbara Kingsolver’s Prodigal

Summer (2000). The following paper focuses on the female protagonists, who participate
in different forms of protests against patriarchal, exploitative practices. The paper deals

with the role of these protests and intends to explore the possibility of personal healing

as well as the healing of nature-human relationship through political action and environmental activism. The article proceeds to explore the connection between women, nature

and Native Americans. The effects of capitalist expansion shared by females and natural
environment in the works of American writers will be discussed referring to the theories

of such ecofeminist critics as Carolyn Merchant and Karen J. Warren. Recent ecocritical
writings will be addressed with reference to the perception of nature in the books.

Paula Wieczorek is a PhD candidate at the University of Rzeszów. She holds a Master of English Philology degree from the University of Rzeszów. In her research, she focuses on ecocriticism
and ecofeminism in contemporary American, Canadian and Indian literature. Her current work
examines the impact of capitalism on women and nature as illustrated in the works of selected
modern Canadian, Indian and American female writers.

Edyta Wood
¶ “Indigenous Activism in Canada—Arthur Manuel and His Unsettling Protest”
With the Truth and Reconciliation Commission in Canada established in 2008 and pro-

ducing its final report in 2015, many assumed that this would eventually improve the situation

of Indigenous peoples there. Despite some progress, there has also been disillusionment regarding the scope of vital issues still unaddressed and avoided. This paper focuses on Arthur

Manuel, a Canadian and international activist for Indigenous rights, who relentlessly advocated decolonizing attempts of the First Nations in Canada and around the world. Manuel,
sometimes referred to as the Canadian Nelson Mandela, was a champion of Indigenous

rights in Canada, North America in general, and in the United Nations Permanent Forum

for Indigenous Issues. He pointed out the stark inadequacies and disproportionately limited

power of Indigenous peoples in Canada in terms of land, economy and human rights. Arthur

Manuel’s books Unsettling Canada (2015) and The Reconciliation Manifesto offer illuminating
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insights and necessary context as well as present the program for Indigenous activism. Despite his death in 2017, his legacy continues as is evident in the 2018 book Whose Land Is It

Anyway. A Manual for Decolonization produced by those who picked up the torch in the ongoing movement for Indigenous rights in Canada.

Edyta Wood is a senior lecturer in the Institute of Modern Languages and Applied Linguistics
at Kazimierz Wielki University in Bydgoszcz. Her academic interests include Indigenous peoples
in the US and Canada.

Ewa Wylężek
¶ “Pun Intended—Political Satire as Cultural Resistance”
Given the dire political background of the contemporary American society it comes as no

surprise various representations of political satire thrive. Laughter, treated as a coping mecha-

nism, aids sublimating disappointment and fear as well as serves as a bridge between current

affairs and those whose political participation could be defined as, at best, moderate. In this

paper I intend to examine the way American TV show, Saturday Night Live approaches

the politics and serves as a new, different force within the discursive field shared by individu-

als of various political likings. Satirical meaning that is produced by SNL sketches offers

a new interpretation of satire that can be traced back to the ancient Greeks when Aristophanes ridiculed the Peloponnesian War. It has been popular ever since and widely applied

to undermine and criticize authorities. It too has a yet another, social purpose—as Linda

Hutcheon says “it brings people together and drives them apart. Yet, however plural these

functions, we still seem to want to call the thing itself by a single name: irony… .”—proving

that satire is a social phenomenon. Using paradoxes, exaggerations SNL authors reveal a sur-

real yet acutely familiar state of the international political landscape.

Ewa Wylężek is a doctoral candidate at the University of Silesia, Department of Postcolonial
Studies and Travel Literatures. Interested in art history, American film, carnival and ludicity.

Michał Zięba
¶ “The quest of identity as a form of protest
in Tahar Ben Jelloun’s L’enfant de sable and La nuit sacrée”
The paper’s aim is to retrace the quest for identity presented in Tahar Ben Jelloun’s novel-

istic diptych L’enfant de sable (The Sand Child, 1985) and La nuit sacrée (The Sacred Night 1987).

Normativity of Moroccan conservative society portrayed in both novels becomes a cor-
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nerstone for deprivation of its main character, Ahmed/Zahra, of certainty of his/her selfhood. Born as an eighth daughter of a wealthy and religious Muslim man, the character
is raised to be his son. Since solely having male offspring would prove to the patriarchal
society that he was not infertile, the father conceals the child’s sex by organizing a disguise
through physical appearance and cultural practices. From simulating his ‘son’s’ circumcision, through breast binding or male hammam visits, to arranging a wedding and inheritance of his property, Ahmed’s father imposes strict rules of a Koranic patriarchy. Only
after assassinating his/her parent, the main character can turn against the bonds of normativity and reclaim a female identity. This heroic and eventually tragic quest might be
observed not only through the character’s actions (like sexual initiation and patricide),
but also by analyzing the narration of two novels. In The Sand Child the polyphonic structure is created by homodiegetic narrators who, one after another, unfold their alternative
versions of Ahmed/Zahra’s life. The character regains his/her voice in The Sacred Night
by revealing the story of the oneiric and symbolic journey embarked after leaving the family home. Ultimately, the character’s insatiable search for gender identity becomes a form
of protest, performed both in action and language, against Islamic patriarchal normativity.
Michał Zięba is a PhD student in the Institute of Romance Studies, Faculty of Philology, Jagiellonian University. MA in French Private Law (University of Orleans, 2018), Romance Studies
(Jagiellonian University, 2017), Polish Law (Jagiellonian University, 2016); currently working
on a thesis concerning Polish translations of Francophone Literature of the Maghreb.
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FILM SYNOPSES
The Yes Men are Revolting—a

2014

documentary film directed by Laura Nix

and The Yes Men, a culture jamming
duo who use the aliases Andy Bichlbaum

and

Mike

Bonanno.

Reinvigorated

by the Occupy Wall Street protests, they

embark on a new campaign to combat
climate change denial. The Yes Men Are

Revolting premiered at the 2014 Toronto
International Film Festival.

I Am Not Your Negro - a 2016 documentary
film directed by Raoul Peck, based
on

James

Baldwin's

manuscript,

Remember

unfinished

This

House.

Narrated by actor Samuel L. Jackson,
the film explores the history of racism

in the United States through Baldwin's

reminiscences of civil rights leaders

Medgar Evers, Malcolm X, and Martin

Luther King, Jr, as well as his personal
observations of American history. It was
nominated

for

Best

Documentary

Feature at the 89th Academy Awards

and won the BAFTA Award for Best

Documentary.
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